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BRITISH NAVY AMERICAS BULWARK,
By EDWARD MARSHALL.

HEN I met lord Charlesw Bercsford In Iomlon 1 naked
him to suggest to mo what
he thouitht might have been

the most desirable course, for the
United Htatrs to follow from tlje out-

set with regard to tho European war,
ami he refused.

"I try never in give advice to any
tin' ton except my own." said lie. "and
surely I never would venture to give
advice to ono as Intelligent and as
capable of Judging for Itself as the
I nitcd Stales. Every country Is the
t,c.! Judge of Its own affair.

"Therefore, even assuming that I
had Ideas as to what America might
have done after the outbreak of the
war, or as to what she now might
w'cly do other than that which she Is
dolus, 1 still should decline to answer
tint particular query. That sort of
la'k from a resident of one country
nunit the actual or possible procedure
of another country never tends to pro-

mote good feeling, and no subject of
the British Empire can have uny desire
to promote anything except good feel-

ing In'tween IiIh country and yours.
"t am willing, however, to make defl-- n

- statements with regard to certain
matters concerning which there seems
to have been disagreement between
Mime American citizens and some t'.rit-I.- -'

citizens, of course In view of my
l.fciong Interest In the British navy t
inn especially willing to speuk about
our sea power, what It has done In our
warfare with Germany and the part 1:

has played in our relationships with
tile United States since the war began.

'Tirst 1 feel perfectly free to declare
and perfectly certain of the accuracy
of my statement when I do declare
that British sen power has not

the United States nor any citi-
zen or citizens of the United States
since this war began.

"A good de.il of talk has emanated
from Germany and from Germans In

the United States which has held 'Brit-

ish navallsm' to lie comparable with
(ierniau militarism In tyranny and In-

justice. The Germans as a whole have
condemned our 'niivallsm' as
we condemn their militarism.

"Aw, a ini!ttcr of fact there Is no real
foundation for argument of that sort.
The two things are not at all rightfully
(omparable.

"Tho niasti ry of the sea as created
by Britain before the war and as dem-onua;-

very successfully during thi
imgn of the war not only has been
.i in .ins to i. lid a protection of our ex-

istence as an empire but has been
to the preservation, not of a

British monopoly of the seas (as Ger-

many would urge) but to the preserva-

tion of the freedom of the seas to alt
to us, to you, and for that nutter to
Germany herself.

"While we have held this mastery
of the seas there has been no com-

mercial oppression, no exclusions from
.mj ocean leave that exclusion of the
central European Powers, wh.ch they
themselves precipitated when they
precipitated this great war) of any
nation's shipping. Admitting for the
mke of argument that Britain has
dominated the seas commercially a

she has in a naval sense, yet all must
admit that she has, dominated

through' fair competition In ocean

trade.
British 'naviIMit' has meant fair

competition on the highways of the
-- ea. whereas German inllltarNm, If In

Mini" nightmare era of the future It

should become as dominant, Inevitably
would mean the complete destruction
.f liberal civilization, the rights of

small nations and the happiness of the
world. In other words, It would put
a killing handicap upon the progress
of humanity.

"I cannot see that there Is any

neiemit for me to dilate on this point

ai tins stage of events Since the
le.inniiig of tills war the woild abun-

dantly has been shown what German
l"iill'iaUoii means on land Wher-

ever the Germans go small nitlons
ami the rights of the citizens of small

nations dimppear, wiped out by the
orutal and Inhuman practices of Oer.

man mil larlm, which openly avows

the policy of doing Just that.

Anv prophet of Its procedure In

flu- - unbelievable ense that It should

ailiiivo th" mastery of the sets would

..i fr. oil to base his pnlphecles upon

done land, and would.4. ,t his upon

Dim! them far too dreadful to contem-pat- e

with calm, even as mere proline- -

l ICS.

"In such a dlu- - event the woild's

iiumeicc would not be as it was be.
r .ri thi' war. free to whosoever might
fairly compete successfully for It, as
i'l legitimate trade should be, It would

i xoluIvely German the trade
iph other nation would be dr-

ied Aniiudaiit evidence from

SAYS BE RES FORD
their own llpt from the pens of their
best known and politically most highly
Inspired writers is at hand upon this
subject for any one who cares to ex-

amine.
"German leaders Intended. If thay

won the war, to dominate the whole
world's trade and to maintain that
domination by means other than opes
competition with the nations of the

N world. They meant to maintain It 1y
force. This Britain never baa done."

I asked Lord Charles now to explain
Ui me the action of the British Govern-

ment with regard to the ocean com-

merce of neutrals since the war began,
calling his attention to the fact that
many In America whose sympathies
upon the broad questions Involved In

the war certainly cannot truthfully be
called believe that Enr
land persistently has violated the right
of neutral shipping. I explained to
him that, as of course he already knew,
even the least newspapers
In the United States have felt them-

selves called upon from time to time to
express the keenest regret and dis-

pleasure over the course which ths
Hritlsh Government has taken with re-

gard to cargoes and bottoms from
America upon the high seas.

Lord Charles, who knows maritime,
law as well. In all human probability,
as any other man alive nodded
almost as If In agreement with the
American critics of Great Britain. I
have noted since ! have leen In Eng-

land this time that Englishmen aa a
whole tire very ready to criticise their
fellow countrymen, are no less ready
to accept criticism of themselves up
to the point at least of giving it a
most respectful and tolerably thought-
ful hearing. I have heard more criti-

cism of Great Britain, as a matter of

fact. In England than I ever have
heard In the United States or than has
come to me from any of the other
countries of Europe.

"The difficult jhjkIiIoii at which we
now have arrived with regard to m

he granted, "Is of quite mir own
mailing. We nlone must be blamed for
It, I hold the 'wait and see' policy
of the British Government rcpsoiisible

for It.
"Our procedure has lacked decdun.

We should have taken action promptly
when the war began, but we did not
do so,

"Kvery man of sense, certainlv oveiy
Briton, wants to see this war ended as
soon as possible. When we began we

ull were anxious, to see it end as soon
as possible. It seems absurd to devote
words to thc.st.ttement of so obvious a
fact.

"By following a course which we did
r.o: follow, unhappily for all concerned,
we might have battened Its ending.

That is my unalteialil:' be.lcf and 1

do not fear that I ever shall change it.
"Withou. violation of the law of na-

tions and with extreme good sense we

might have declared and maintained
an effective blockade, making contra-

band ol everything shipped to or in

directly going Into Germany.
"Kvery neutinl nation In the world

would have accepted that, even
though they might have protested
ogiinl il KfYeetive blockade nnd the
declnriit.on of contiuliand of war ate
understood. They have been leeog-nize- d

ai legal war time measuies in
all parts of the world,

"You yourselves not only have
recognized this piactice, but you your-

selves have followed It. It Is possible

that I am wrong In my contention,
but this surely Is my view. Let me
give you an example of your utiliza-

tion of this Idea.
"Cotton exportation has an Intimate

and Important effect upon the pros-

perity of American trade, I am told

and believe, although 1 iuself ratinot
vouch for the statement, that directly
we went to war your Government at
Washington notified th cotton grow,

lug States of your South. In effect,

tlut we British were morally certain
to make cotton contraband of war, as
such action on the part of the British
Government had nn undeniable prece-de- nt

In the procedure of the American
Government w'licn during

your cv II war your Government at
Washington made cotton contraband
of war.

"But whether or not your Govern-

ment (ictually warned yuur cotton
growing States that such action by

the British authorities was a proba-

bility the fact remains that It should

not only have been i probability but

a certainty, and that had It been taken
you could have hid no valid muse for
complaint.

It would have had a definite piece.

English Sea Power Stands for True Freedom
of the Seas, German Militarism for

World Domination, Is His Mes-
sage to the United States
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LORD CHARLES BERESFORD.

As he appeared recently at the memorial service for Edith

dent In the pnuedurc of your own

Government during your civil war
when tho North made cotton contra,
band, thus stopping all the British
mills, one of Britain's most Important
Industries, and ruining many of the
great Uincashlre spinners. Had It not

been for the inunlllcence of our own

people we at that time should li'ive

seen hundreds of thousands of people
starving in Knglaud,

"Tills fact lannot bo denied, and my

information has been that, btslng ts
prognostication upon it. your Wash-

ington Government at the outbreak of

this Kuiojiean war allleially or iinofll

cially strongly advised your Southern
plonters not to pin their faith to

cotton hut to put in other crops.

"Another statement has been made

to me widen bears out this Idea, ond

that !s that not only chambers of

commerce throughout th" Southern
American States hut seveial of .vour

State agricultural dopai tiuenls. if not

your I'cdenil Agricultural Department,
advised pripalatlon for the disaster of

contraband cotton by the piepaiatloii
of the laud for other crops.

"Tho fair dealing nnd straight run-

ning of the American people was

shown in this wise: an tho British Gov.

eminent never had complained ngalnst
the American Government for making

contr.tb.tiid ui Hie lime of your
civil war, allliougll its people slllfeliil
with toiTihh severlt v a- - the result o'

your action, 'he.v argued ths; fi
American people would say nothing in
protest, but would gamely smile ami
endure If in this war the British Gov-

ernment took similar action.
"There was even more reason In our

case than there was In yours for niak.
Ing cotton contraband, for the ad-

vances of silence and the consequent
alteration In the formula1 for the manu-

facture of explosives has added II Vital

argument which did not then elst to
those In the minds ot au.v olio belllgi

nation for exclusion of cotton from
the Imports of Its adversary belliger-

ent.
"Cotton was not then, but now Is.

absolutely necessary to tho manufac-
ture of high explosive compounds; and
It Is no less necessary now than then
to tho manufacture of clothing for the
troops and other essentials of success,
ful campaigning. It emphatically ,

and this t.mnot be denied, far 'more
now than then a dellnlte munition of
war,

"But Gicat Britain's action was by

no means instiinliineous, Il was so tar
from that that when it at last camo II

was not nil effect Iv e.

"Sir William lUuusay, niself ami a

few olhers, with a large propnttlou of
the peers, worked for eight months
and a hall, oarrv Ins on an agitation as
ciiiucM as we coulil inako II, lefoie
we lllllill.v Miciccilnl II getting the
Hill Ml Government to m,i imiiu

Cavcll in St. Haul's.
l"l .v'. I' il I'.'iii itf

i"iitl.ii..nwl l! the fine we had ac-

complished tins result Germnny had
succeeded In Importing from you all or
nearly all of the commodity which she
required for a period of at least one

ear,
"Tills German importation of Amerl-ia- n

cotton was. for us', a very serious
matter. Kveiy cargo of American cot-io- n

which reached Germany meant a

certain niiiiibci of dasof prolongation
of the war. nt a lost to Gtcat Britain
of i.'i.iMin.iiiiii i J'.W.iinii.onn i H day and
thousands of British soldiers' lives lost.

"To th x mind the saddest etror made
ov III cat llrltaui In the conduct of tho
war was the fact that the British navy
was not allowed by the Government to
grip Germany by the throat, as It were,
at the vei'v beginning of hostilities. If
II had been permitted to do that, which
It was very well able to do, the war
would have beep elided long ere this.

"As we did not lake the course which
we Hi. i ui l I have tiiUen ill the outset of
the war the American Government
railed illllleulties when we finally

tanlil.v made up our minds to iake.lt
S'longly ilcic rmliiei! action along the
lines which we ought to have followed,
nnd which there Is such gisid reason
to believe that Alllelica expected Us to
follow, at tho vei.v beginning would
have caused slight comment and no

rial III the United Slates.
"i nil- - pien'it po-iii- of illilli lib ,

w .leu makes II liei at j for Us to

make what are called arrangements
and agreements with certain neutial
nations. Including, for exumple, lien-mar- k,

Is the result of our procrastina-
tion at the start. Had we acted more
sensibly an Infinite number of negotia-

tions would have been unnecessary
which have been very necessary Indeed
as things have stood.

"A completely efficient blockade and
the declaration as contraband of every-

thing designed to help In the manu-

facture of munitions or give comfort
to Germany would have rettled everj-thlng- 1

without any serious trouble.
But falling to realize thjs, or at least
falling to accomplish It, wc drifted Into
trouble.

"Wc have decreed, and have been
able to enforce our decree through our
mastery of the seas, that neutral na-

tions shall be 'rationed.' That Is, that
at least those which especially trade
with Germany shall not Import Into,
their territory more supplies than they
were In the custom of Importing before
the war began. Obviously this Is to
prevent the export to our enemies from
neutral Importing nations of supplies
of whatever kind which that enemy
may need.

"The "amount of allowed imports be-

ing limited under this 'rationing' ar-

rangement, we can rest assured that
the nation nearest to the neutral na-

tion In which the port of Import Is

situated will get the benefit of the Im.
portatlon and that our enemies will

not get the benefit of It.
"In all trading agreements or pro-

posals the date of delivery Is moot Im-

portant. Naturally the countries
nearest to Germany will get the Ger-

man trade. From this complications
may arise. It may be that I, a Briton,
should be among the first. If not the
first, to call attention to this fuct.

"Is it not possible that In the future,
sfter the war. those neutral natlisis
who by this arrangement have been
prohibited from trading with Germany,
uch nations, for example, as tlv

United State and Si.i.n. may sas
to u

"'Great Br.ta n u-- vt matity of

the sea while she was fighting Ger-
many to the advantage of n favored
few tuid to the detriment of the great
miss of neutral" who were loo far off

successfully to compete tinder the
I eu, nations uir.-- she laid down.'

"Thus, whee I have called attention
' i th" fie t that itl nation utnlert-too-

.ind understand the law of blockade
and contra band of war. and while I

aektiowlege that tho difficulties of the
situation becHine great at once nftor
the outbreak of the war, I niiiintulu
that we ourselves cteattd irony of
them.

"International law as a whole in-

cluded the Declaration of Paris tbnt
im: that of l.om.oii) mid the United
Slates was not evtii hound by what,
ii'vordlllg to inn retiilllig. It did include,
for from the tlrst she refused to ngrie
to It. The Declaration of IViris, ls.'ai,
dealt with neutral Hays covering
enemy goods,

"Theiefore the United States would
not have been in a position to nbjei l

to the declaration of eontralutitl cot-!- ii

ami, fin themiore. she would not
have objected, us was evidenced be
the expectations of her Sioie mnl her

Agricultural deiai luteins and

her chambers of commerce to which I

already have alluded,
"Our Order In r'ouucil of March 11.

Ibla, abrogated the Declaration of
Paris of 185S, the fourteen Hague con-

ventions of 1 907 and tho Declaration
of London of 10S.

"To prove this I have but to call at-

tention to the fact that on the 1st of
March, 1915, tho I'lime Minister said
in the Mouse of ('opinion: "Her op-

ponents' (meaning by 'her oppoueniM'
those of Germany, In other word the
A lies, 'have been dilveti to frame
letullatoiy measures In order, in their
turn, to prevnit commodities of any
kind from reaching or leaving the Ger-

man Empire.'
"In only one way could that have

lieen made effective, and that would

have been by means of an efficient
blockndn and the declaration of abso-

lute cojitraband.
"America Is well aw.ue that Gnat

Brituln cannot blockade neutral port

and our difficulty lias arlon with Den-

mark anil Holland, who match boiiu-diir- y

frontlets with Germany. But un-

der that nrder in Council, as the
of Bans, S,"il, had been uhiu.

gated, we should have been entitled to

search for enemy good under M"i Hal
Hugs. That would have place, ;,

and Holland m a ditl'eeiil nnd
difficult position with Germany.

"As thins were we could not laud
mi iniii.v, owing i,i i'ie ililhi ti'tie

our situation, nnd as our nntiiiul smii-palh- y

for small tuitions, such us Den-

mark mid Hull. He, . Iiilliieuced us. we

allowed an cnorm"tis iiiuoiitit of row

hlutcllul II -- 'il In the iiiatilirncttlte of
munitions a sol other commodities lo "o
Into Germnny. enabling her to con
tililie tile win.

"We had to tcliif uihcr. Mini to do
what we could by our foi bcarnm e to
prevent a tepetllloii 111 Detiiiiirk and
Holland of that German brulality to-

ward small nations which oppose iier
wishes of which the world already has
had sufficiently terrible exemplification
lit the case of Belgium, Serbia, Hol-

land and Montenegro.

"Had we done, tit tlrst, with the fa-

vored few whom we left alone, what
we ought to have done and what we
iifterwiinl did. we never would have
had the difficulties with neutrals which
since so have troubled US,"

I asked Lord Charles to express him-

self definitely concerning the American
altitude nnd to estimate for m the
general British sentiment toward the
United States.

"I believe that I know America,"
said he. "I have been many times In
your country and have travelled with
an observant eye. I am satlsllcd that
the sentiment of America as a whole
Is with the Allies.

"Great Britain, Trance and Itussla
ate fighting for liberty and for civili-

zation, and these have been the chief
aspirations of the American republic

since Its beginning.
"Many side issues have arisen to

confuse the situation in America and
there arc many Germans nniotiR your
populat.on. but I am convinced that
the great heart of the Atntrlcan peo- -'

pie beats as ours is belting.
"We In Britain believe in your

friendship for is. Tlieie can be no
question whatsoever of the friendship
of the British people for you, who are
our cousin in America, l'rance, your
sister republic, surely is our friend,

and Italy and ltuia de-pi- te your dis-

agreement with the latter nation not
so many years ago regard yon with
both respect and admiration.

"British friendship to you ;.s and l,a-be-

most pronounced To me It seem
Incredible that any portion of the
.Mneilemt public oiild so misunder-
stand any detail of our prmedure a

to think it Indicative of sympathy with
any one's unfriendliness toward yo i

granting for the sake of argument ti at

any one has unfriendly leelms tow.i'd
oil."

ILirlv in tile war Lord ('hallo- - I

said tll.lt he attr.hiltcd Geimati.v s a'
tack. upon ship carrying American
iiti.en to n decile to have Amcrici
cuter the war on the side of the Allies
thinking that she could be of Kit.i
benefit In lighting, and that II she en-

tered she would be so absorbed by

picparattons that sh would be unable
to supply the Allies with munition.
I asked him if he had had cause tu
change this vlo.v.

"No," he repued "I still maintain
that there vveie and ale lea.-ot- is why
Germany iuilit have been and might
still be glut to have America join

hands with the Allies In open hostility
to her. America would be a great us-s-

to Gennativ during peace negotia-

tions. America has not suffered with
ihe Allies tl'i'lll till- - war "

"In the last analysis," 1 asked "wha
will be gained to the progress of the

world by that victory ol tile Allies of
whleli ,voii lee! -- o sine?"

"We an- lighting Ibis Rieat war."

I.old Cliarlo- - replied, "so that from It

peace may come. Only the complete

destruction of Prussian militarism ain
make anything bke permanent peacr
possible in Europe.

"The war must be fought through to
a llnih. Il is this which we are most

anxious to have all Aiuei icons under-

stand.
"To thoe who know the truth of

things the to ce-.-- il ics for lliis cannot
fill In lie cli . ft' oill' philanlbioii i

i iiiiiitr.x m.ill lb'..i roid had mnl' i

stood the truth al ill the situation ho
would have been as .inxioii as we ale
for a victory for the Allies and never
would have tried in stop Hie war w th-o-

ii decisive v icior In tun favor. In

that vvnv only can lie permanent pe.in
"We .ill Want a peaceful woild P

never call he iicliiivcd except through
Ihe complete d"st llll t ion of I'l'tls-l.i'- l

militari-m- .
"Wo ale i, II, illi that a lU'ein.i i

I,, ,tc,. woiinl mean nothing 1ml a ,;hcr
war etc long, prohahlv within iw.no
or ihirtv .wars and po,hl en
sooner than that. Complete vuiuy
lor the Allies mav hot traiisfoi in the
w ining world lutu a woild vvhltb ever
shall rein till in peace, hut it w ill do

IIIOI'C tllUll IIII.V olllll Ollc llMlg i. "lid

lo l,- the lapse of iilaev eais be-In-

llllll.l"!l,l III t II o" II. Ill ' I.

,,l .4 'I ll


